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JimBronson.com started its evolution in late 2007, 
living and working in Japan, Mike accidentally hit the 
wrong button on his television and flipped to a Japanese 
television channel, the TV series Then Came Bronson 
was on and Jim was talking Japanese.   He suddenly 
swept back to 1969 
when he was 18 and 
saw the show, bought a 
bike and tried to live 
out the Bronson 

mystique that summer.  Also in 2007 he was learning how to build websites and launched a 
for TCB, and met Greg and Billy, now charter members of Bronson's Garage.  From that time 
forward Peter, Bill, Tom, Don, Rich, Jim and David have been inducted into the Garage, and
have become friends with Jerry who painted the original bikes and Birney Jarvis, the man whom
Bronson's life and adventures were based. Also, Bobby who was a camera man on all 26 
episodes.  We have celebrated the 40th, 41st, 42nd, 43rd and 44th Anniversary of TCB, with 
reunions of Bronson's Garage members at various episode filming locations.  Our You Tube
channel (TCB1970) is as populated with nostalgia as JB.com.  Come back in time and recapture
your youth and enjoy the TV show that inspired us to ride.  Until then you hang in there and 

was 

page 

 we 
 

 
 

we'll see ya on the long lonesome highway! 

 

 
 

Mike and his 1970 Replica Sportster in 2010 at the Bixby Creek Bridge, famous 
for the opening scene of each TCB episode. 
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Greg from Pittsburgh and his 1969 Replica Sportster. 
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Greg was featured in Iron Works Magazine in April 2008 
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Billy and his 1970 Replica Sportster from Maryland - owner of the Bronson Works 

 
2009 Mountain Fest Vintage Bike Show in Morgantown, West Virginia 
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   Timonium, Maryland 2010 
 
 
 

Michelle Smith from Speed Channel in 2010 
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Peter with his 1969 Replica Sportster in New England 
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Peter, a die hard Sportster rider has three perfect vintage 883’s and was feature in 
IronWorks in the January 2011 issue. 
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Bill’s 1975 Tribute Sportster bike is currently on display at the National 
Motorcycle Museum in Anamosa Iowa, the museum hosted the 43rd Anniversary 
Reunion of Bronson’s Garage in 2012. 

Bill was the invited guest of  
  Michael Lictner at Sturgis 2009.  
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Tom’s 1969 Replica Sportster Bike 
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Tom at the 2009 Mountain Fest Vintage Bike Show in Morgantown, West Virginia 

 

 11



Don’s 1969 Replica Sportster Bike 

Don’s bike is currently on display at the 
RV Museum in Amarillo, Texas 2012 
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Don’s bike was featured in Motorcycle Classics Magazine in September 2010. 
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by JOSH BURTON 

People have different inspirations for 
changes they make in their life and Don 
Collins is no different. 

The Canyon resident recently returned 
from Big Sur, Calif., about 140 miles 
south of San Francisco on the Pacific 
Coast. 

The 53-year-old lived out his fantasy 
when he traveled out there to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of the movie “Then 
Came Bronson.” 

The movie inspired Don to ride a motorcycle, and he hasn’t looked back since. 

He spent time restoring James Bronson’s bike, a 1968 XLH 900cc Harley-
Davidson Sportster. 

It was odd for Don because Bronson was a “good guy,” which is why Don wanted 
follow in Bronson’s footsteps. 

“Bronson was the antithesis of the biker,” Don said. “He was a good guy. Every 
15-year-old wanted to be Bronson. It’s a typical young man’s dream.”

The movie, and short-lived television series that followed, chronicles newspaper 
reporter Jim Bronson, from San Francisco after a friend commits suicide.  

Jim buys his friend’s motorcycle and – after his editor shoots down an idea for a 
story about motorcyclists – Jim decides to take to the open road. 

Don was in seventh grade at the time, and he chose to follow through with that 
dream. Don’s father wasn’t too happy about the idea, Don said. “Motorcycles was 
an outlet for me, something I was involved with,” Don said. “I had to work after school to 
pay for my hobby.” 
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David’s Replica is a 1970 Sportster. David’s Replica is a 1970 Sportster. 
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For more information on Bronson Garage and Then Came Bronson Replica Bikes, 
shows, exhibits or personal appearances contact: 

Billy Gibson  

Cell phone: 301-789-7236 
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